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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 1516 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, AF, CB, CH, UR 

SUB J : AFGHAN VIEWS ON KHMER REPUBLIC 

1. DURING MARCH 9 CONVERSATION BETWEEN AMBASSADOR AND 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER WAHEED ABDULLAH (IN EFFECT AFGHAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER). ABDULLAH EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER 
A SIHANOUK TAKEOVER IN PHNOM PENH ON GROUNDS THAT THIS 
WOULD VASTLY ENHANCE CHINESE INFLUENCE IN KHMER REPUBLIC 
AND IN TURN SET OFF NEW POWER STRUGGLE IN AREA BETWEEN 
THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND THE SOVIET UNION. 

3. DIFFICULT TO KNOW WHAT MIGHT HAVE PLANTED THIS IDEA IN 
ABDULLAH'S HEAD BUT STRIKES US LIKELY IT CAME FROM SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR PUZANOV, WHO IS ALSO MEMBER OF SOVIET CENTRAL 
COMMITEE. 
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